20. Sri Rama visits

Sree Venkatachala

After ^ome time Dasaratha had four sons, Sri Rama,
Lakshmana, Bharata and Satrughna

Sreerama accompanied by Lakshmana, Hanuman, Sugrecva
and the army of monkeys visited Venkatachala while on his way in
search of Sita. Anjana, mother of Hanuman met him and said
"Rama, waiting for you several sages have been performing
penance on this hill. Kindly visit all of them.^ Sreerama replied
"I have a very tight programme ahead. On my way back to
Ayodhya I shall do as suggested by you.^ Hanuman intervened
and said "Lord, you can keep your army here and go to see your
devotees and forest also. After-wards"you may do as you like."
Sreerama smiled and agreed. The army was retained at the foot
of the hill. Rama, Hanuman and Lakshmana ascended the hill.
The forest on the hill was full of all kinds of trees, birds and
animals. Several sages were engaged in severe penance there. On
the northern side of the hill Nirloma, a brahmin well versed m
Vedas was doing Tapas. Long ago Brahma manifested himself
before him and assured that he would reach the supreme realm
after Sreerama and Lakshmana met him. Rama and Lakahmana
saw Nirloma. "Blessed I am today. 0 Lord, by your vision,
Grant me a place in Brahma loka^ requested Nirloma. Rama
granted his request and proceeded further. After bathing in the
Pushkarni he presented fruits to the sages. On the south western
part of the hill Hanuman got some hermitages raised" He colle-
cted fruits and roots and offered them to Rama and Lakshmana.